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Art Unit: 3641 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 3 of claim 1 
reads "a first attachment piece formed on the paintball..." when it should probably read 
"formed on the paintball marker." In the interest of expediency, the examiner will 
continue to examine claim 1 and all dependent claims as such. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the ball-and-detent as 
mentioned in claim 15 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
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application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10, 12-14, and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bofill (US 5927261 ). 

Bofill teaches an attachment for securing an air tank or cannister to a paintball 
marker, the attachment comprising: a first attachment piece (20) formed on the paintball 
marker, the first attachment piece having a body portion (30) by means which secured 
to the paintball marker and a fastening portion (25); and a second attachment piece (40) 
having a body portion by means of which it is secured to the air tank (figure 1 ) and a 
fastening portion, the fastening portion of the second attachment piece being configured 
to releasably engage (abstract, references to "adjustable" see also figures 4-6) with the 
fastening portion the first attachment piece to secure the air tank to the paintball marker. 

With respect to claim 2 wherein the first attachment piece is configured so as to 
be attachable to the frame of the paintball marker, part 20 attaches via bolts 26, figure 
7. 
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With respect to claim 3, wherein the attachment is to the underside frame of a 
paintball marker, Bofill teaches that the mount can be installed in a variety of positions 
as suits the user, and that the most convenient position would be a low profile 
orientation relative to the main axis of the paint gun (col. 2, lines 14-16). 

With respect to claim 4, wherein the attachment piece is a discrete component, 
see part 20. 

With respect to claim 5, wherein the first attachment (30) piece is integral (24) 
with the body of the paintball marker. It has been held that the term "integral" is 
sufficiently broad to embrace constructions united by such means as fastening and 
welding. In re Hotte, 177 USPQ 326. 

With respect to claims 6-9 and 17, wherein the fastening portion comprises at 
least one rail slidably engaged via a dovetail connection, see figures 4-6 in reference to 
the article 22. 

With respect to claim 10, wherein the second attachment piece is a discrete 
component, see item 34. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , wherein the second piece (40) is integral with the tank. 
It has been held that the term "integral" is sufficiently broad to embrace constructions 
united by such means as fastening and welding. In re Hotte, 177 USPQ 326. 

With respect to claim 12, the second attachment piece is located on a neck 
portion of the air tank, see figure 7, article 40. 

With respect to claim 13 and 14, regarding the tightening member on the first 
attachment piece, see attachment screws 46. 
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With respect to claim 16, regarding a plurality of screws to attach to the paintball 
marker, see figure 4, the multiple of articles 26. 

With respect to claims 18-20, regarding a projecting member from which the 
second attachment piece connects at a distance, see figure 7, article 30 which forms an 
elongated channel onto which the second (40) attachment piece is releasably secured. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15, and 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bofill (US 5927261 ) further in view of Goff et al (US4573394). Bofill teaches the 
invention as described above with respect to claim 1 , but doesn't teach the following 
features: 

With respect to claim 15, regarding the attachment means comprising a ball-and- 
detent between the first and second pieces. Bofill doesn't teach the use of a ball-and- 
detent system for securing the pieces however Goff teaches the use of a ball-and- 
detent combination (figure 2, 43) to lock a sliding member to a rail. Goff provides the 
motivation for such a ball-and-detent securing system to provide an easily releasable 
securing mechanism (Col. 2, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to use a ball-and-detent securing mechanism as 
taught by Goff with the air tank attachment system as taught by Bofill. 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,553 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3641 

With respect to claims 22-27, Boffil teaches the claimed invention as described 
above with respect to claims 1-4, 6-10, 12-14, and 16-21 but doesn't explicitly show or 
claim a paintball marker. However, the invention of Bofill is drawn to a bracket that's 
intended use is disclosed as being to attach a gas cartridge to a paint pellet gun. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention 
that the mounting bracket as taught by Bofill is intended to be used on a pellet gun, and 
therefore would read on the combination claim 22-27. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached form PTO-892 for a complete listing of relevant 
patents. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Radi whose telephone number is 571-272-5883. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael J. Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

John A. Radi 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3641 
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